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ABSTRACT

The article is devoted to the analysis of feminine nominations in the narratives of military media communication
in the linguistic and gender aspect. The research focuses on the identification and interpretation of linguistic means
that reflect the change in gender roles and the representation of women’s experience in the realities of the Russo-
Ukrainian war. Particular attention is paid to the formation of a female narrative of heroism, which affirms the
image of a woman as an active participant in armed resistance, equal to men in the performance of military duty.
The representative, identification, mobilization, and symbolic functions of feminine lexemes, which are
increasingly used in journalistic discourse to name women serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine or performing
other roles in the war, are noted. The active presence of names for female persons in the headlines and texts of
various genres of journalistic materials — news, reports, interviews, articles, — is observed. This is due to a number
of factors: linguistic economy, attracting the audience’s attention, demonstrating editorial policy, gender
differentiation, ensuring social visibility. Differentiation of the most common thematic groups of feminine media
nominations (names by military positions and ranks, combat functions, technical or special training, medical and
humanitarian role of women, status of participation in the war) showed that gender narratives of wartime
demonstrate a gradual departure from traditional stereotypes, where women appear mainly as a symbol of
motherhood, care or logistical support. At the same time, certain gender stereotypes still persist in military media
communication. Quite often, the image of a female soldier is presented through the prism of a double standard:
she “breaks the perception”, “impresses”, “proves” that she can be no worse than men. Such discourse, despite
its positive connotation, hides a shade of comparison and the need for women to “assert themselves” in a
traditionally male sphere (Santoniccolo et al., 2023). Modern Ukrainian media increasingly raise the issue of gender
prejudices and manifestations of sexism that women face at the front, which indicates the growing sensitivity of
society to the problems of gender equality. The most common word-forming models of feminine nominations
have been identified: -x-a (soauxa, eoinka, cnatinepxa, nixomunxa, 80401mEPKa, coAdamKa, KOMaHOupKa); -HIF-A
(6itictrc0806Y0608UYA, 3aXUCHUYA, POISIOHUYA, K)AEMEMHUYA, ZhararmoMenuys); -HH-A (6iiluuns, Medukurs), two-component
names (onepamopra BI1IAA, sidicsrosa 3CY). The results obtained show that the active functioning of feminine
lexemes in military media communication not only linguistically reflects sociocultural transformations, but also
contributes to the formation of a new, more balanced gender narrative of heroism, free from stereotyping,.

Copyright © 2025 by Author/s. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution License which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


mailto:chulska.natalia@vnu.edu.ua
mailto:zinchuk.ruslana@vnu.edu.ua
mailto:o.sushkova@journ.sumdu.edu.ua
mailto:sydorenko@knu.ua
mailto:ol.bondarenko@journ.sumdu.edu.ua
mailto:irina.evdokymenko@knu.ua
mailto:nataliia.shulska1172.12@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.64753/jcasc.v10i2.2352

Journal of Cultural Analysis and Social Change, 10(2), 4812-4821

Keywords: Feminism, Gender, lLanguage nomination, Narrative, Russo-Ukrainian war, War media
communication.

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the role of women in the Armed Forces of Ukraine has increased significantly, especially since
2014, as well as after the full-scale invasion of 2022. During the Russo-Ukrainian war, the number of women in
combat units, headquarters, medical units, and volunteer formations increased significantly. The language of the
media has become an important tool for representing gender roles in military discourse, since the need for gender-
sensitive coverage of male and female names has become more urgent. Linguistic marking of female presence in
the military sphere, in particular, the use of feminine pronouns, is gaining significant importance.

Within the framework of military media communication, we observe an active rethinking of traditional gender
roles, in particular, in the ways of representing women — not only as victims of war or logistical support, but also
as active participants in hostilities, military professionals, commanders, medics, volunteers, snipers, drone
operators, etc. This leads to the emergence of new feminine nominations, which reflect deep sociocultural
transformations and linguistic understanding of women’s experience in war.

The gender aspect in war media discourse is particularly important, because namely through linguistic means
the construction of images of women in war narratives takes place. In public communication, feminine forms for
designating military professions are increasingly appeating: ezicsxosa, KoMaHOupKa, piAsuUHA, HapaMeOUKUHA,
apmunepucmra (military woman, female commander, riflewoman, paramedic, artillerywoman). Such linguistic innovations not
only reflect real social changes, but also become an important element of the struggle for the symbolic recognition
of women’s presence in war. Linguistic gender analysis of war narratives allows identifying not only changes in the
language system, but also deeper socio-cultural processes: rethinking femininity in war conditions, the formation
of new roles for women in society, the affirmation of their subjectivity in spaces that were previously considered
“traditionally male”. Given this, the study of feminine nominations in media texts of the war period is relevant
both in the context of the development of the Ukrainian language and in a broader sense, since it contributes to
understanding how language reflects and at the same time shapes the gender consciousness of society during times
of war.

Feminine nominations are increasingly becoming a subject of public discussion. In the context of military
media communication, these linguistic units perform not only a nominative, but also a symbolic function, shaping
the public perception of women as full-fledged participants in hostilities. The linguistic visibility of women
determines their social presence. In addition to the identification and representational functions, feminines also
perform a mobilization function, acting as a means of motivation: women articulate their belonging to the national
resistance, record their own subjectivity, and create new models of war heroines. In journalistic practice, the
nomination of female servicemen using feminines has a number of features related to both the linguistic norm and
public perceptions of the female role in the army. We observe variability in the use of job titles and military ranks:
along with feminines, masculines are often used, which indicates unstable linguistic practice, cf. ““DKinxa-cordam —
ye ynisepcansia scinka”. A scusyme scinku-6iticoxoss y cmpineysxomy bamanviioni Cymaunn” (““A female soldier is a universal
woman”. How do female soldiers live in the Sumy Region Rifle Battalion”) (debaty.sumy.ua, February 21, 2023); “2Kinxam-
BLICLKOBOCAYHCO06YAM  00800Umbcs GOPOMIUCL 3 POCIICOKUMU OKYNAHMIAMY 11 CeKCUCHICOKUMU HACHIPOAMY. ) 6AacHux padax”
(“Female militaries have to fight Russian occupiers and sexist sentiments in their own ranks”) (foreignukraines.com, August 20,
2023); “V Gpucaoi apmtiiicoxoi asiayii caymcume eouna sirka-ninom y SCY” (“The only female pilot in the Armed Forces of
Ukraine serves in the Army Aviation Brigade”) (vsn.ua, May 19, 2025); ““Bitina mpusac, momy canepam nipeba we Ginvaue
sians i socepedaceriocmi”, — ncirKa-6ubyxomexix i3 2Kumomupa Liona Kyauxiscexa (““The war continues, so deminers need even
more knowledge and concentration,” — llona Kulykivska, a female explosives technician from Zhytomyr”) (suspilne.media, June
23, 2025); “Y sasax Hayesapoii 3 asuracs neputa scinka-canep: Ak sona donomazac posmirosysamu Kuiswuny” (The first female
deminer has appeared in the ranks of the National Guard: how she helps demine the Kyiv region”) (tsn.ua, June 2, 2022).

On the other hand, the active use of names to refer to women in linguistic practice is an open gesture against
discrimination and a manifestation of the struggle for equality, and in the context of the Russo-Ukrainian war, a
political affirmation of the values of dignity and freedom. The relevance of the study of feminine nominations in
military media communication is determined by the need to show the visibility and role of women in the defense
of the state, which forms an inclusive and fair discourse. Their use contributes to the destruction of stereotypes
and the strengthening of gender equality in the sphere of national security.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
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The theoretical overview demonstrates a wide range of research on gender narratives, as well as the role of the
media in the formation of gender stereotypes in society (Storozhuk & Bezhnar, 2021). Scientists describe trends in
the use of feminatives and masculinatives in the mass media (Sydorenko et al., 2022), the formation of gender
stereotypes on Ukrainian television (Formos, 2022). The scientific paradigm of research includes research on the
feminization of the Ukrainian language, the impact of the war on women’s nominations, and the regulatory and
legal aspects of gender equality.

Researchers usually pay attention to the functional and word-formation features of women’s nominations. The
functional-cognitive nature of femininity in the Ukrainian language was characterized by Kostusiak et al. (2020).
Arkhangelska (2020) examines the phenomenon of word-formation feminization of Ukrainian vocabulary and the
variability of feminitives; Brus (2019) in her monograph comprehensively highlights the genesis, historical
evolution, and functioning of feminine nominations; Vakulovich et al. (2024) analyze feminitives as a linguistic
reflection of current social challenges, emphasizing the relationship between language and gender sensitivity in
modern society. Syuta (2024) raises the problem of asymmetry in the use of military feminines in business and
media styles, demonstrating the gap between the official norm and everyday practice. Grabovska (2021) draws
attention to the socio-philosophical aspect of Ukrainian feminism. An important electronic resource that records
established and new feminines is the “Web Dictionary of Female Names”, created taking into account academic
linguistic tradition and modern social practice (Synchak, 2022).

Scholars from all over the world have repeatedly drawn attention to the media role of women in military
conflicts (Ette, 2013; Shulyaev & Band-Winterstein, 2024; Seidel, 2024). Modern scientific research shows
increased attention by authors to media narratives of the Russo-Ukrainian war (Kostusiak et al., 2025), in particular
gender narratives (Oyeleye & Jiang, 2023).

Since 2014, Ukrainian studies have appeared devoted to the feminine nomination of military discourse, and
after the full-scale invasion in 2022, the attention of scholars to this lexical layer has especially increased.
Researchers study aspects of gender equality in wartime (Tinin, 2023); women’s experience in the context of war
(Grabovska, 2022); pay attention to the value orientations of female military personnel (Sylkin, 2024); new female
personal names in the military sphere (Synchak, 2023); media representation of the image of female military
personnel with an indication of stereotypes and trends in overcoming them, emphasizing the change in public
petception of the role of women in wartime (Zavgorodnia & Martsenyuk, 2024; Hraban & Samoilenko, 2023;
Shulska et al., 2025); features of the translation of women’s military ranks (Tarnavska, 2023); historical context of
military feminatives (Danylchuk, 2024). Of particular interest is the research by Zavhorodnia and Martsenyuk
(2024) in which the authors, through the analysis of media materials, consider how the image of a female soldier
is changing, which stereotypes are preserved and which are transformed. The analyzed works constitute a solid
foundation for further study of gender issues in Ukrainian society and linguistic space, in particular in military
media discourse.

METHODS

The research material was texts from modern Ukrainian online media that cover the topics of war, women’s
participation in hostilities, volunteer activities, and military service. The main focus is on headlines, subtitles, news
reports, analytical materials, and journalistic texts that update the image of women in wartime and use feminine
nominations. The study covers media materials from the period 2022-2025 that reflect the linguistic trends of
wartime. The corpus of analyzed texts includes publications from Ukrainian online resources that actively shape
public war narratives. The choice of online media is due to their efficiency, dynamism of linguistic processes, and
wide audience reach, which makes these resources representative for the analysis of modern Ukrainian media
discourse. Special attention is paid to headline structures, as they concentrate the main communicative intention
and at the same time reveal the gender strategies of the journalistic text: from the pursuit of gender equality to the
reproduction of traditional stereotypes. The study analyzed headlines and texts in general, which recorded feminine
nominations for female participants in hostilities (szicoxosa, Komandupxa, craiinepka, MeduKuns, apmuiepucrKa,
onepamopka dpora, 6010HmepKa, etc.), as well as contextual synonymous substitutions and periphrases that mark female
images. Such material allows tracing the functional-semantic, evaluative-pragmatic and ideological features of the
use of feminatives in the media war narrative.

A well-chosen scientific methodology contributed to the holistic study of linguogender processes in modern
military media discourse. The descriptive method was used to collect, systematize and describe the factual material
— feminine nominations recorded in modern Ukrainian media texts on military topics. Thanks to this method, the
most common forms of female names for military professions were identified, and their morphological models
and functions in speech were clarified. Methods of structural-morphological and word-formation analysis make it
possible to trace the mechanisms of creation of feminine nominations, to determine active models of feminization,
their productivity and variability in the military lexicon. Thanks to the contextual-interpretative method, the
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functioning of feminatives in the context of specific media narratives was analyzed. Based on the contexts, it was
traced whether feminine nominations are used with a neutral, emotional-evaluative or symbolic load. This made it
possible to establish how the image of a female soldier is formed through language: a heroine, a defender, a
specialist or an object of sympathy. Discursive analysis was used to interpret feminine nominations as elements of
media discourse, taking into account political, cultural and social factors. Thanks to the discursive approach, it was
determined how the gender role of women was represented in the media during the Russo-Ukrainian war. The
method allowed revealing narrative strategies: heroization, sacralization, paternalization, etc. Through the
linguocultural method, it was analyzed how feminine nominations reflect the transformation of social ideas about
femininity, masculinity and patriotism, how a new type of Ukrainian woman is fixed through language — a warrior,
a symbol of strength and dignity.

Content analysis was used for quantitative and qualitative processing of media materials: identifying the
frequency, topic, emotional tone and pragmatic characteristics of the use of feminatives. The pragmalinguistic
method made it possible to trace the communicative intention and pragmatic function of the use of feminatives in
media discourse. It was found out how feminine names contribute to strengthening solidarity, patriotism,
identification with female soldiers, or, conversely, mark distance and appreciation. The method of critical discourse
analysis is aimed at identifying hidden ideological and gender biases in war narratives. It was revealed how the
media reproduce or destroy traditional patriarchal models through language.

The purpose of the article is to analyze feminine nominations that function in modern Ukrainian media in the
context of military topics, as well as to clarify how linguistic means are used to construct new gender roles and
represent female soldiers in the public space. It is planned to differentiate the most representative thematic groups,
to investigate the word-formation features of female names in the context of modern Ukrainian society in war
conditions, and to investigate how media narratives rethink the categories of masculinity and femininity, creating
new models of heroism, solidarity, and national identity.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Historically, the Ukrainian military narrative has been deeply masculine: the army was perceived as a space
dominated by men, strength, discipline, and physical endurance. However, with the beginning of the Russo-
Ukrainian war, the number of women in the army increased significantly, not only in support positions, but also
in combat positions. This led to the emergence of new gender narratives in which women appear not only as
“guardians of the rear”, but also as subjects of resistance, defenders of the state, and active participants in military
operations. On the one hand, heroic images of female servicemen are formed in the media and public discourse,
symbolizing strength, courage, and self-sacrifice. On the other hand, we observe a certain ambivalence of
perception: traditional stereotypes continue to influence the assessment of women’s participation in war. The
“unusual” or “abnormality” of women at the front is often emphasized. Her dual role (warrior and defender)
becomes a subject of public discussion and even moral assessment.

At the beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian war (2014-20106), most media materials presented women in the
military through the prism of exclusivity: they were depicted as “unusual heroines” who “broke stereotypes” or
“took up arms contrary to society’s expectations”. This approach, although positive in nature, emphasized the
normativeness of the male image of a warrior and the exclusivity of female participation.

As the war developed, especially after the full-scale invasion of 2022, the tone changed. Ukrainian media began
to create a narrative of equality and professionalism, where women appeared not as a symbol of “female courage,”
but as a full-fledged patt of the military system. In modern media communication, female military personnel are
portrayed as commanders, medics, snipers, signalers, analysts, that is, as specialists who perform strategically
important tasks.

In the context of the development of digital communications, alternative media narratives have emerged,
created by female servicemen themselves in social networks, blogs, documentaries, and online media. These
platforms are destroying the hierarchy of traditional journalistic discourse, giving women the opportunity to speak
on their own behalf. Such narratives lack decorativeness or symbolization of female participation, but instead are
present sincerity, emotional truthfulness, and reflection of experience. These media practices are becoming
important tools for documenting the war and constructing a new collective memory.

The choice of using feminine nominations depends on the editorial policy of each media outlet for gender
equality. The use of feminine nominations can be a tool not only for linguistic renewal, but also for social
labeling - a demonstration of support for women at the front as active subjects, rather than an “auxiliary force”.
Gender-marked tokens in journalistic discourse function as a means of identifying, recognizing, and normalizing
female presence in a field traditionally associated with male dominance. Feminatives of military media
communication combine linguistic practice, gender representation, and political symbolism. Their function goes
beyond the purely grammatical, making women visible in armed resistance. This is an important step towards the
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symbolic legitimation of female individuals in the structure of military power. Such gender-marked designations as
siticoKoda, Giliuuns, Komandupka, ogiyepa, cHalingpxa, etc. identify a woman as an active subject of hostilities, destroying
the stereotypical dichotomy “man — wartior / woman — reat”. Today, feminine designations have become part of
the natrative of national resistance, as the tokens dofposouys, semeparxa, cepoina, saxucnuys, etc. are actively appearing
in the media space. One can trace the social acceptability and respect for gender-marked nominations through the
actualization of feminine nouns in headlines and media texts, and posts by military personnel and volunteers on
social networks.

We observe the active presence of names for female persons in the headlines and texts of various genres of
journalistic materials: news, reports, interviews, articles. This is obviously due to the following features: linguistic
economy (one token often replaces cumbersome syntactic constructions); attracting readers’ attention (a headline
with the feminine is usually perceived as breaking the mold); reflecting the values of the editorial office (the choice
of the word form demonstrates the ethical position of the publication regarding gender equality); differentiation
of gender roles (the feminine clearly indicates that it is about a woman); social visibility (in such texts, a woman is
depicted as a full participant in an event or process).

The analysis of feminine nominations in war media discourse allows identifying several of the most
representative thematic groups.

Feminatives to Denote Military Ranks and Positions

These nominations reflect the official status of women in the Armed Fotces of Ukraine, their hierarchical
position. They indicate the gender of the person, without changing the essence of the professional role. This group
includes the general names of women serving in the military, as well as those who command a unit, have the rank
of soldier, sergeant, major, captain, lieutenant colonel, colonel, officer, lieutenant.

In this group of feminines, the most common word-forming models in -x-z are: general names of women
serving in the military: sosuxa: Uk na xuiscoxomy nosieonsi aimmio Gopmy 044 80a40K mecmysany — pomopenopmanc”
(50vidsotkiv.org.ua, July 13, 2023); “Bisum yxpaincoxux sosuox y Baumunemon: daxysasu sa nidmpumxy i mpocuan npo
donomozy” (5S0vidsotkiv.org.ua, October 3, 2022); soinxa: “Boinxa posnosisa npo 1ogy apmiticexy cneyiansticme, aKy apas
onarosye” (tsn.ua, July 22, 2025).

This model also formed names denoting the names of women who perform certain military roles or hold
military ranks: cordamxa: “Condamua Temarna Monsa: “1licas nonony a nowysasacs ax duxa meapuria, Ky 6unycmui na 60410”
(visti.in.ua, August 15, 2025); cepowanmna: “Andpiana Apexma — cepycanmua cneynidposoiny 3CY. 1 omyemuven sepmanruce
#a nepedosy” (bbc.com, August 7, 2023); “lonopii sidicoxosux mpeda poskasyéamu 3apas, noxu 60y Jusi — cepycarmia
Sbpoiinux cun Ypainy Anina Caprayska” (hromadske.radio, October 18, 2023); wmadopra: ““Yposcerxa bepoancoxa,
matiopxa 3CY, sacmynnuys xomandupa Llenmpy ingopmayiinux pecypcie MOY LLlapromma Xmevnuysxa posnovasa csiti
npoghecilinuti waax AK noMiuHuYA Hapoowozo denymama” (brd24.com, March 26, 2025); “Ceped inmux zepoits npoexmy —
matiopka 3CY Banepin “Hasa” Cybomina, axa nocmasa 8 obpasi sasu” (tsn, February 2, 2024); xanimanka: “Y Pisromy
xanimarxa 3CY Temana Kamepicmosa npesenmysana csor mpemio 30ipxy noesii (VIDEO)” (itvmg.com, February 20,
2025); “Kanimanxka Mapia Ilasaisna. Mamu sacubnoeo saxucnuka 36ydyéata na Pismenmuni cnopmusno-possascansrii
xomnaexe oaa dimedd” (shotam.info, October 16, 2023); “Kanimarnxa 3CY 3 Boauni posnosiaa, ax posnouasaca i eiticexosa
kap’epa”’ (volynpost.com, May 9, 2023); ogpiyepra: “Ogpiyepxa 3CY Temana Yoprosos napasi ne iide y wapdenu i
saxcumamume Y xpainy na gponms’ (vechirniy kyiv.ua, October 11, 2025); wedmenanmua: “2Kinku na gponmi: 10 sanumars
cmaputiii aedmenanmyi HI'Y Xpucnuni, nosusnui “Kyopasa™” (elle.ua, September 20, 2022); “Aedmenanmuxa Kamepuna
caymcums y 18 oxpemidi Gpucadi apmiticoroi asiayzi” (vsn.ua, May 19, 2025).

A woman who heads a unit is called a komandupra, ct. “ Aopoea seumma’. Komanoupra SCY Oxcana “Keena” Pybarax
sudasa dpyzy 30ipry noesitl, nanucary 1a gpormi (“The Road of Life”. The commander of the Armed Forces of Ukraine Oksana
“Ksena” Rubanyak published the second collection of poems written at the front”) (divoche.media, July 8, 2024); Kyememmuys
Keera cmana nativonodmoro komandupror «uono6ivoeo« 63600y (““Machine gunner Ksena became the youngest commander of an “all-
male” platoor’”’) (bilahata.net, January 8, 2025); I licta saxinuenns mxoau nimsa 0o isicokkomamy: 25-piuna Komanoupia
“Pyna” ence micme poxis saxumac Yrpainy (“After graduating from school, she went to the military enlistment office: 25-year-old
commander “‘Runa” has been defending Ukraine for six years”) (tsn.ua, December 22, 2023).

Less common in this thematic group is the word-formation model in -uy-# nosxosnuys: <Y Binnuyi nomepaa
101-piuna semepanka, possionuys ma noakosnuyn Oavea Teepdoxacbosa” (suspilne.media, March 24, 2025); ““Mu
nepemostceMo, momy wo My Hayia saxucruxie”. Iemopux, conoéa OYH i noaxosrnuys 3CY npo miciro 6oponumu Yrpairy”
(ukr.radio, October 10, 2025); “...nosxosnuys Awbos Kunars — navansruys 6iddinenia KoMynikayitl nosinpaioco
xomandysarna “Llenmp” Ilosimpanux cus 3CY” (shotam.info, November 21, 2024).

The most quantitative representation is sizcexosocaysncosuys (the feminine military servicewoman), which denotes the
common name of a woman serving in the army: “70 poxie ra sitini: 8itlcoK080caYHG08UYA-KPUMYAHKA PO3H0SIAG 1PO
botiosuti wanx” (“10 years in the war: a Crimean servicewoman told about ber combat path”) (suspilne.media, December 25,
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2024); “The army does not mean death — a servicewoman of the Armed Forces of Ukraine explained” (tsn.ua,
March 21, 2024).

The nomination szicskosuys (“military woman”) is sporadically used: “Bidcskosuys, noemeca, yeoeopiura aaypeanika
I esuenxiscooi mpenii' Apura Hoproeys posnosina Tusrro npo caymby 6 Kuesi, posmosu 3 donskor, siticokosy aimepanypy i
MoGinisayiro sinox” (“Military woman, poet, this year’s Shevchenko Prize laureate Y aryna Chornobuzg: told Tyzhny about ber service
in Kyiv, conversations with her danghter, military literature, and the mobilization of women”) (rozmova.wordpress.com, March
15, 2024).

We note other nominations for identifying women serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine: sidcsxosa (often
used): “Biscoxosa SCY nidmpunmtye mobinisayio scirox — somwsamu “4y0oso éuxodums’”” (ukrinform.ua, February 27, 2024);
stticoxosuuka (rarely used): “Tooi sidicoxosuuxa nonpocusa komandupa, wo6 ii 6idnpasuu na naguara 3 onepysanns bI LA1A”
(tyzhden.ua, December 4, 2024); “Bidnodi seco siavriuii wac mpudusasiaca 00 podoniu HoMEDIs po3paxyHy, 4umana KHuICKu
3 apmunepiticokoi cnpas, susuara konempykyiro CAY, a y 2019-my spobusa debrommuti nocmpin i3 eapmamu 1a 1noaicoHs, —
posnosina siticbxosuuxa” (volyn.com.ua, June 11, 2022).

Feminatives Denoting Women’s Combat Functions

This group includes nominations of women directly involved in hostilities. We note the same representation
of different word-formation models: -x-a: nixomunka: “Cmanyia Kpamamopesk”: mopcoxa nixomunxa HApuna Yoproeys
posnosicie npo caymdy sirox y eiticoxy” (ukrinform.ua, March 12, 2024); “Ha Xepconmuni suuxaa Gessicmu mopcska
nixomurixa Oxcara “Omaman” I 'amax” (divoche.media, August 5, 2024); cnatinepxa: “I Ipocusace Ha gponm cratineproro:
v Binnuyi nomepaa 101-piuna semeparnka Apyeoi Ceimosoir Onvea Tsepdoxacbosa” (vechirniy.kyiv.ua, March 24, 2025);
“Chratinepra 3i Avs0sa nicas enpani Hozu 30upacnsin n08epHYMUA Ha Gpornr: wo ii Momusye (gomo)” (unian.ua, January 18,
2024); -uy-s: eparnamomemmuys: “I panamomenruys, axa xoue cmamu oupuzenmor. Lemopia kusmxu, aKa 006posinsto nimaa
Ha @poun’’ (radiosvoboda.org, Janjuary 19, 2024); “Cmpiasmu nesancko, 6opoe nputintos Ha Mow seman” —
epartamomenmmuys 3t Awvsosa, medcecmpa Xpuemuna Omenvuenxo” (radiosvoboda.org, Msy 23, 2025); “2Kinxu na @ponmi:
epartamomenmuys, Aka Humums pycr” (soroka.ternopil.ua, June 10, 2025); xyuemenmmuys: < 20-piuna Kysememmuys 6 Gpucadi
Yoprux Sanoposeyis Oxcarna Pybanax: Buncumu 6 6o — wacmo npocmo sesinng” (novynarnia.com, June 14, 2023);
“Kynememmuys 3 lsano-Dpanxismunuy Oxcana Pybansx na nosusnudi Keena ompumana 6idsmarxy npesuderma “3a obopory
Vipainn’ (suspilne.media, September 6, 2023); “COura wyaememmuuys y 83600i: 19-piuna npuxapnamxa nimsa
dobpososuyer na eisiny” (kurs.if.ua, July 20, 2022); possionuys: “Mobinizayin scinox. Yxpaincska possionuys spoduia 3ans),
AKa posgypxasa mepency” (glaveom.ua, March 14, 2024); “Ha gponmi sazunyaa possionuya-nasionuys Awomuia LLIxyperxo:
OKinouuu semeparcexu pyx” eidxpus 36ip na PED dax i nidposdiny” (divoche.media, June 5, 2024); “Mobirisayis minox:
6200Ma po3sidnuysa nponorye sionpasumu a sidry 100 mucay ykpainox” (enovosty.com, January 12, 2024).
The most representative nomination in this thematic group is the éijuuns (word-forming model in -wx-s):
“bitiuuns 1a Boauni saxumac kopdon 3i ceoim xomom’” (tsn.ua, February 9, 2023); “Tirexu ne nuutins, wo om, sxa nemacha
desoura 3 amnymayier» — Giuuna Ada” (hromadske.ua, December 12, 2024)

Feminatives Indicating Technical or Specialized Training

These names reflect the participation of women in military specialties related to technology, communications,
etc. The most productive word-formation model of the analyzed thematic group is in -«-a, cf. onepamopxa BI L1A
(female UAV” aperator): ““IIpussanacs s3a noxauxom cepys”: icmopis onepamopxu bnAA 3 npuxopdonnoco sazony Binnuuuunu”
(Called by the call of the heart”: the story of a UAL" operator from the border detachment of Vinnytsia region” (suspilne.media,
May 19, 2025); “Onepamopxu bnAA na nosuswi “Pisep” ma “Tanaxmuxa” caymants y 13 Gpucadi Hacysapoii “Xapmid™
(suspilne.media, August 23, 2024); cancpxa (female deminer): “67-piuna yxkpainxa cmana caneprorn 3apadu xoposu i
npocaasusaca Ha ysecs csim’” (A 67-year-old Ukrainian woman became a deminer for the sake of a cow and became famons all over
the world”) (life.rayon.in.ua, May 27, 2023); Canepxa Hina Quepina: “Tlican 8-codunnoi pobomu 6 noai a... bizar’
(sestry.eu, November 22, 2024); less common word-formation model is with -uy-#: decanmmuys (female paratrooper):
“Mpisna npo 6osiosy nocady y siticexy. lemaopin semeparxu-decarmmuyi Xpucmuru Omenvuernxo” (“She dreamed of a combat position
in the army. The story of veteran paratrooper Kbrystyna Omelchenko”) (suspilne.media, July 6, 2025); “AHx xoaummnsn decarmmnuys
ma po3sionuya cecmpa Anucia siticoxosum Jyuti #ixye” (armyinform.com.ua, September 17, 2022); ““Merne nepenosrmsana
2opdicmv, wpo 80Ha maka cuavia, idéascra’’. Posnosios marmu npo sacubny decanmmuyr’” (n.20minut.ua, May 21, 2022).

Feminatives denoting the medical and humanitarian role of women

These names are usually used in rear and evacuation contexts. The most common nominations of the
mentioned group are as follows: sosonmepra: “Hamii noci6ruxu donomonyns yusinsrum xpauge 3posyminmu ificsKkosux, —
Aecs Onegpiperixo, sononmepra ma koanmns sidcskosa” (““Our manuals will help civilians better understand the military, — Lesya
Olefirenko, volunteer and former military”) (armyfm.com.ua, July 9, 2025); “Bo.1onmepxa posnosina, xory eaid comysamicsa 0o
Mobinisayii” (armiya.novyny.live, June 8, 2025); weduxuns: ““Tlinxu i3 nanaiunuxom”. Hx y 119 6pueadi TpO cayomcume
MeduruA, AKY He xomiay Gpamu y éiicoxo” (suspilne.media, July 26, 2025); “Obos sskosa mobisizayia swinox 6 Yxpairi:
bodioa meduxuna Yoprozys nidmpumye yro der” (tsn.ua, March 12, 2024).
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Feminatives to Indicate the Status of Participation in the War

This group reflects the social or legal status of women in a military context, cf.: saxucnuys (female defender): (“In
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, everyone can find a job for themselves, — female defender Olga V'esnyanka”) (tfifr, October 1,
2024); “““Hixou e 3a6y0y moii kpux”: saxucruys “Asoscmant” npo suymanna y pocidesxomy noaont” (suspilne.media, January
12, 2025); “Maemo sapas ycima cunamu nidmpumaniy siticoko”: saxucnuys 3 Yeprisyie — npo xcirtok 1a éiiini ma donomozy 3CY”
(molbuk.ua, September 2, 2023); dodpososuys (female volunteer): “Ha Aonbaci sacurysa dobposonuys 3 binopyci Mapia
Satiyesa” (divoche.media, January 17, 2025); “V uikapui nomepaa Liona Kaneavruyoxa — dobposonuys i sosommepra,
noparnena nid vac amaxy wa Yepuisy?” (glavcom.ua, September 25, 2025); “Aodpososuys 3 Kiposospadmunu mpic npo
nepemozy 1ad pocianam ma noseprerins 00 muprozo scumma (POTO)” (zpu.kr.ua, Marcj 14, 2023); semeparxa (female veteran):
“Koau nemac itico saneausux pewetl, Mu HABKOAO IHIHOK minsku npo wimomky”, — eemeparxa Ilpusivax. Bideo”
(holosameryky.com, April 30, 2024); “Cuna semeparnox. HAx npayie scinouudi semepancoxudi pyx 6 Yxpaini” (espreso.tv,
October 31, 2024); yuacruys bodiosux didi (participant in hostilities): “Ouena Cyenosa: bauseko 7 mie. yKpaitcorux: sinox e
ompuMany cmamye yuacruyi botosux 0i” (glavcom.ua, December 20, 2022).

We often come across a simultaneous combination of two feminine nominations: “Ypaincsxa conrdamra Ancedir:
iemopin komaroupu wa nepedositt” (“Ukrainian soldier Jane: The story of a female commander on the front line’) (24tv.ua, May
21, 2022); “Ilpocysasa ideto 6utarysatiia 3azubaux ma pamyéand HCUMMA: 3:a0deMo XUAUHOIW MOBHAHNHA MeOUKUHIO-
dobposonuyr Ipury Llugyx” (freeradio.com.ua, May 31, 2024); “Ha Aonbaci sazuny.aa dobpososuys i axmusicmra 3 binopyci
Mapin Saiyesa” (zmina.info, January 19, 2024); “3 Gososoi meduxuri 6 aepopossionuyr. 3eadativo Baaducrasy Yeprux 3
nosustum Aia” (glavcom.ua, December 17, 2023).

Having analyzed all the feminines, we record their use with the context of clarification, for example, éziuurs
3CY, siticsxosocayncbosuys 3CY and without clarification — ézauuns, sidcsxosocaymiosuys. The form with clarification
helps to avoid ambiguity. By adding an indication of ZSU, the speaker seems to legitimize the new feminine in
public discourse, emphasizes the status of a woman as a representative of an important institution (army, civil
service), enhances authority and reduces the emotional reaction from the perception of the new formation. The
use of clarification along with the feminine is a transitional strategy for adapting new linguistic units to widespread
use. Over time, when these femininities of military media communication become entrenched in the linguistic
norm, the need for clarifications will decrease.

Differentiation of the most common thematic groups of feminine media nominations has shown that gender
narratives in Ukrainian media today demonstrate a departure from traditional stereotypes, where women wete
associated mainly with motherhood, care, and home front. Only sporadically do we find publications that
demonstrate the traditional image of women, usually embodied in the feminines sozommepra, meduxurns (female
volunteer, female medic), and occasionally in other nominations, cf.: “I'odyo x0nyis max, abu somu dobpe buru oxynarma —
sonuxa Ipuna 3i Aveosa”; “H snaw, wo ye 6ydyme ivmu xaonyi, i ivm Mac Gymu cvaurno™ oaoHmepKa i3 3anopisna eomye
saxcucrukam cyxi cynu ma bopuy?’ (suspilne.media, October 10, 2025).

Sometimes, the media emphasize the external image of a female soldier, when they show her well-groomed,
with makeup, smiling even in combat conditions, cf. “Cupasamra sinka i Ha sitini sHatide 6 omi-casoH ma wasins xamam
— meduxunsn “Sarab” y mpocpami «3a cnunor’” (A real woman will find a beanty salon and even a hammam even in war” — female
medical worker “Sarab’ in the program “Bebind the Back”) (ukrinform.ua, March 22, 2025). Such an image is stereotypical,
and it emphasizes external attractiveness and femininity instead of professionalism or masculinity. Such narratives
shift the emphasis from the role of a soldier to appearance, reproducing gender clichés that devalue the real
contribution of women to military service.

However, today, the military media discourse is dominated by a new, strong image of a female military
servicewoman, an equal participant in the struggle for the state, cf. Bymu yxpaincoxum soirom i eoitxorn — natisuujui
pisens 10606 do csoci wpainy (ukr.radio, June 14, 2024); “bes swinox mu npocpaemo eitinyy. Budimos wnosuil nodxacn
“Kapaxmepy”, eepoinamu aKkoeo cmany umypmosuura, Meduxuns ma moaodua cepacanmia 3CY” (divoche.media, July 1,
2024).

The modern gender narrative in the media, which attests to the heroism and strength of women, destroys
traditional ideas about the weaker sex. In media materials, women fighting are increasingly shown as full-fledged
professionals, capable of performing complex combat missions, commanding units, making difficult decisions,
taking responsibility and showing courage, cf. the headlines of journalistic publications: “Bowa 6usacs do xinys» —
Mmopeska nixomurika Oxcana, axa sowéata 6 Kpunxax” (slidstvo.info, August 5, 2024); “Chaiineprxa 3CY 3 nosusnum “Quni”
A1iK610y6aa § noKasuusa decamku eiticoiosux PD (sideo)” (kriminal.tv, January 27, 2025); ““OKinka memumvea do inya”.
Biuuna “Mam” 56-i OMI1Bp cayomcume y nixomi na Aonewuuni: icmopis” (suspilne.media, January 26, 2015). A lot of
materials testify to the participation of women in military operations since the beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian
war: “Ilican saxinuenns mxoau nimaa 00 eiticokkomany: 25-piuna xomandupxa “Pyna” eace micme poxie saxumac Yxpainy”
(tsn.ua, December 22, 2023); “10 poxis na siini: 6ilcoKos0cayn6osuys-kpumuarxa posnosisa npo 6otiosusi waax’
(suspilne.media, December 25, 2024). The narrative of female heroism also includes publications about older
women who go to setve, cf.: “f e Gabys, a cordamxar. 72-piuna éilicoxosa “Aso8y” npo caynchy, noson i pobomy 6
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cmabnymimi” (freeradio.com.ua, May 31, 2024). This is an example of an emancipatory gender narrative that expands
the boundaries of traditional notions of women’s roles, demonstrating the conscious and equal participation of
women in the national struggle.

At the same time, the media is trying to preserve humanity in covering such stories: they show female soldiers
not only as soldiers, but also as women who have emotions, families, and needs for support: ““Mpiata npo waciuse
Matifymre 047 curna’ sazuryaa 6010Hmepa i 0oGposonuys Hamanin boixo” (““‘I dreamed of a happy future for my son"": volunteer
Natalia Boyko died’)! (focus.ua, October 19, 2024); “2Kinox smomusywms imu cayscumu ixni dimu’”. Biticoxosa npo cs010
MoGinisayiro ma disuam na gpormi’ (dou.ua, May 14, 2025).

We identify media materials that demonstrate gender equality in the portrayal of female soldiers through the
rejection of stereotyping, recognition of their professional subjectivity, and the depiction of women’s war
experiences as an integral part of national resistance, cf: “Y sisinu Hemac cmami: condamxu ma aeiimerarmxnu 58 OMIIbp
posnosidaroms csoi icmopii 3 gponmy” (konotop.city, March 7, 2024); “I losumusra mendenyin 6 6ix cnputinamma sinox 6
apmii wapiswi 3 wonosixamu — matiopxa Aapin 1yoa”; ““Cepawanmia 3 murosaigcorol Gpueadu npayre Ha xomnaexci “Poseidon”
ma Kepye 8i0dinenam, de caymcame aume voq0siky’” (suspilne.media/mykolaiv, January 28, 2025); “2Kiuxu e auwme
80100, 80HH MONEYMb KoMardyéami Ha ppormi — opiyepxa 3CY” (ukr.radio, November 28, 2023); “Kjyzememmuys Keena
cmana HatlMoao0ulo1 KoMandupxorw «uoaosiozo« 63600y (bilahata.net, January 8, 2025). This approach forms not only
a new journalistic ethic, but also a new social consciousness, where heroism, strength and patriotism have no
gender boundaries.

However, certain gender stereotypes still remain. We repeatedly see how a female soldier in military media
communication appears through the prism of a double standard: she impresses, breaks perceptions, proves that
she can be no worse than men. This is evidenced by the following headlines of journalistic publications: “Ha
Kuisuyuni snepute 6 Ypairi xoopouramopror npoexmy “Axmusri napxu” cmana swinka-eemepanka eiiiny” (suspilne.media,
June 14, 2024); ““Meni nompiéro spodumu siecox y raznty nepemozy”: icmopia €0uroi 8 Ykpaini canepru-eodosasku 3 Binnuuuunu”
(suspilne.media, September 17, 2023); “I Ipuxapnameska soirixa Oxcarna Pybarax nompanusa do yxpaincsxozo cnucky Forbes
(@OTO)” (galka.if.ua, September 22, 2024); «Aedmenannixa 3CY Awbos I Laaxciox — Korumna euumenska icmopii — cmana
1EPULOT0 HCIHKOT0 8 16mopii YKpaicsKol apmi, aKa ovoausa apmusepiticokudi nidposdia» (buknews.com.ua, May 30, 2022);
“Ilepata snirxa-eiticekosocaymncbosuys 6 Yxpaini npotimina xearigpicayitinui xype Cun cneyonepayi’” (“Lhe first female military
servicewoman in Ukraine completed the Special Operations Forces qualification course”) (nv.ua, July 11, 2023).

Modern Ukrainian media increasingly raise the problems faced by women at the front, in particular gender
bias and manifestations of sexism, cf. “2Kinxu y siticoxy: ogpiyepra SCY posnosina npo eendepri ynepedaeris, surauxy ma
aciroundl bamanstior?” (“Women in the military: an officer of the Armed Forces of Ukraine spoke about gender bias, challenges and
the women’s battalion”) (uspilne.media, June 10, 2023); “Bidcsxosuys 3CY Bixmopin “Pyna” posnosina npo comepeonunu ugodo
HCIHOK 8 apMmii ma AK iF nidaeei cnpuiiMaroms winky-komardupry” (divoche.media, May 27, 2024); “He nycxas wcirox y
nomsz: 60A4Ka posnosina npo cexcusm 6 Yrpsanisnuyi’; “Yipaircoka eiticokosuys posnosiza npo cexcyassii domazantia 6 3CY:
peaxyin Minoopon” (omo.ua, August 14, 2023).

In addition, the publications draw attention to unequal treatment in military units, lack of proper equipment
and conditions of service for women, underestimation of their professional skills, sexual harassment by men. Such
materials perform an important social function, as they expose discrimination, draw attention to the problem, and
form a public demand for equality and a change in attitude towards female soldiers as full participants in the
defense of the state.

CONCLUSION

Thus, the activation of feminine nominations in military media communication not only testifies to changes
in the linguistic norm, but also reflects the transformations of the gender paradigm in Ukrainian society. Media
narratives about women in the military demonstrate the evolution of public perceptions of gender. From images
of “defenders” and “heroic exceptions”, Ukrainian media culture moves to the concept of gender equality and
professional competence. A woman in the military narrative of the 21st century is not only a symbol of resistance,
but also a subject of action that shapes the national discourse of strength, responsibility, and dignity. Feminine
names denoting women involved in hostilities cease to be exceptional or marginal; instead, they are gradually
established as full-fledged linguistic units that reflect real social changes and the strengthening of the role of women
in the military space.

A comparison of media narratives of the war period testifies to the rethinking of traditional categories of
masculinity and femininity. A new gender balance is being formed in modern Ukrainian media: heroism, courage,
professionalism and sacrifice cease to be exclusively male traits, and a female soldier appears as an equal participant
in the struggle, a symbol of strength, dignity and national unity. Language in this process acts not only as a means

! Translation of some materials in Ukrainian is given for reference
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of reflection, but also as a mechanism for creating a new social reality, in which gender equality is affirmed through
military experience and media representation.

The linguistic strategy of introducing femininitives performs an identification, socio-cultural, and mobilization
function, contributing to the formation of the image of a woman as a full-fledged participant in socially significant
processes during the Russo-Ukrainian war.

The analysis of feminine names revealed their growth and functional variability in texts of various genres,
including news, reports, interviews, and analytical materials. It was observed that the most representative groups
of feminines in military media discourse are the following: names denoting military ranks and positions; names
indicating the active participation of women in combat operations; feminines of technical and special training;
names reflecting the medical and humanitarian role of women; feminines indicating the legal or social belonging
of women to the military context.

Gender narratives about female military personnel in the context of the Russo-Ukrainian war demonstrate the
process of rethinking social roles and expanding gender boundaries. Women in war not only destroy established
stereotypes, but also create new models of civic responsibility and patriotism. Their participation in hostilities
becomes a symbol of social emancipation, as well as a significant contribution to the formation of post-war identity
of Ukraine.

Prospects for further scientific research lie in a multi-vector study of the dynamics of the use of feminine
nouns in military media discourse from the point of view of their linguistic status and communicative load, and
their influence on the formation of gender perceptions in society.
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