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ABSTRACT 

This research examines the long-necked people of Northern Thailand, known for their neck rings, to understand 
their complex identity in the context of globalization. The research uses national identity and political identity 
negotiation theories to explore these groups' social, historical, and cultural aspects. In an increasingly globalised 
society, the study seeks to highlight how the long-necked people manage their identity within tourism's complicated 
landscape, providing a comprehensive perspective of their historical growth and current concerns. This study 
examines how historical events and social changes have affected their position, recognition, and socio-cultural 
integration. The research also analyses long-necked societies' adaptation tactics and resistance to changing political, 
economic, and cultural influences using political identity negotiation theory. As globalization changes society and 
politics, long-necked cultures are caught between tradition and modernity. The study's findings illustrate these 
communities' historical evolution, national identity dynamics, and complex political identity struggles in the face 
of modern problems. This research illuminates the complexities of their identity in the tourism landscape, which 
benefits both scholars and policymakers and practitioners seeking to preserve and improve these unique 
communities' cultural and well-being in the globalised era. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The peculiar practise of wearing neck rings has captivated observers of Northern Thailand's long-necked tribes 
for decades. Their identities, social institutions, and cultural practises have captivated people all around the world. 
But as we go through the complicated terrain of the globalised 21st century, the political and social environment 
around these communities has changed drastically (Nguyen, 2020). Specifically, this study aims to investigate how 
the long-necked people's political and national identities have changed as a result of globalisation, but it will also 
examine other aspects of their identity that are multi-faceted and contextually sensitive (Kim, 2022). 

Background 

The long-necked people of Northern Thailand have deep roots in the region's verdant surroundings, where 
they have developed distinctive cultural practices and social systems over centuries of peaceful coexistence. Their 
distinctive identity is defined by the tradition of wearing neck rings, which has been passed down through many 
generations and is a part of Thai society as a whole. Despite its uniqueness, the area has been hit hard by the tides 
of globalization (Chang, 2008). 
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In a world where people are more connected than ever before, the long-necked communities of Thailand are 
navigating the tension between tradition and technology as they face the possibilities and threats that come with 
globalization. As a people, they have complex challenges in preserving their cultural history, navigating their 
identity, and finding their position in the larger national narrative in the face of increasing tourism, outside cultural 
influences, and shifting dynamics in the global political scene (Wang, 2014). 

Objectives  

• Examine the social, historical, and cultural evolution of individuals with long necks across various eras. 

• Talk about the status of persons with long necks in the context of the times using the idea of national 
identity. 

• Apply the idea of political identity negotiation to examine how long-necked people's identities, lives, and 
other circumstances have changed throughout time in relation to the study context. 

Significance of the Study 

Research on the long necks of northern Thailand is critical to understanding the complex relationship between 
political identity and the tourist environment in the age of globalization. These long-necked societies, distinguished 
by their distinct cultural practices, are more than just strange sights; they are live examples of how historical, 
political, and socioeconomic factors have created identity. There are two sides to tourism for these communities. 
In one sense, it promotes economic empowerment by providing prospects for livelihood via cultural tourism. 
However, the monetization of their identity may result in exploitation and a degradation of culture. The research 
explores the dynamics of how these communities negotiate the challenging landscape of globalisation, striking a 
balance between the maintenance of their political identities and economic advantages. Knowing how tourism 
affects the long-necked populations has a big impact on scholarly conversations about representation politics, 
indigenous rights, and cultural sustainability. In order to encourage responsible tourist practises and maintain the 
unique cultural tapestry of Northern Thailand, policymakers, scholars, and advocacy organizations may benefit 
greatly from the study's insightful illumination of the complex interactions between globalisation and tourism and 
these communities. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Nguyen, (2021) the long-necked people of Northern Thailand, particularly the tribes of Karen and Padaung, 
have a centuries-old historical tapestry. According to documented evidence, wearing brass rings to lengthen one's 
neck is a custom that has been handed down through the ages and has spiritual and cultural significance. Through 
the lens of historical literature, we can see how these societies have managed to preserve their unique customs over 
several historical periods, ranging from pre-colonial to modern times. Understanding the tenacity of these 
traditions in the face of outside influences is made easier by looking into primary materials and ethnographic 
narratives. 

Lee, (2020) the acknowledgment and representation of ethnic minorities within a country are significantly 
shaped by the notion of national identity. According to studies, the groups of people with long necks have 
alternately been marginalised as strange "others" and praised as cultural treasures. The way that national identity is 
presented in the media, in school textbooks, and in official discourse has a big impact on how the general public 
views these groups. For long-necked individuals, historical occurrences like colonisation, independence 
movements, and globalisation have permanently shaped their national identity. 

Wang, (2018) the dynamic process by which marginalised populations interact with the political systems 
around them is known as political identity negotiation. This field of study examines how long-necked populations 
navigate their identities in the context of a larger political environment, accounting for things like national laws, 
foreign travel, and lobbying initiatives. Scholars have looked at these groups' responses to shifting political 
environments in terms of accommodation, resistance, and adaptation. This section examines current conceptual 
frameworks for political identity negotiation and adapts them to the particularities of Northern Thai long-necked 
groups. 

Chang, (2018) Tourism and cultural identity intersect in one of the most significant ways in the modern lives 
of the long-necked villages. There has been written on how tourism may affect these communities, ranging from 
economic opportunity to potential exploitation. Commercialization of ancient practises, like neck extension, has 
sparked discussions about cultural representation's morality, authenticity, and agency. The possibilities and 
challenges that long-necked people have when trying to negotiate their identities in the tourist business are 
illuminated by an examination of the literature on cultural tourism and commercialization. 
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Tanaka, (2017) Gender interactions have an essential role in the social structure of long-necked cultures. 
Considering the manner in which cultural norms, economic activities, and external variables influence gender 
relations, this area of research investigates the responsibilities and agency of women in these societies. 
Understanding the ways in which gender and ethnic identity interact is crucial for carrying out an in-depth 
examination of the lived experiences of long-necked men and women. 

Patel, (2019) the acceleration of globalization poses growing challenges to the maintenance of indigenous 
languages and cultures. This study examines the threats to long-necked tribes' cultural heritage posed by 
urbanization, modernism, and the erasure of traditional knowledge. Strategies for cultural preservation, 
community-led initiatives, and the involvement of external groups are studied to provide a full understanding of 
the ongoing battle to maintain cultural authenticity. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study utilizes a comprehensive mixed-methods research strategy to capture the multi-faceted historical 
background and contemporary realities of the long-necked communities. A thorough understanding of their 
cultural identity is given by the use of ethnographic fieldwork, in-depth interviews, and archival study. 

• Archival Research: Archival research, which comprises a detailed inspection of historical documents, 
government records, and cultural relics, is the foundation of this field of study. With the use of this 
method, significant information on the historical evolution of long-necked cultures may be extracted, 
revealing details about how these societies interacted with external influences, socioeconomic systems, 
and cultural customs. 

• Ethnographic Fieldwork: To complement the historical perspective, ethnographic fieldwork is 
conducted among long-necked communities in Northern Thailand. Through participant observation and 
participation in daily activities, researchers gain insight into the lived experiences of members of the 
community. Examining social dynamics, cultural peculiarities, and how globalization has impacted their 
traditional way of life is made simpler with this method. 

• In-depth Interviews: The utilization of in-depth interviews, which offer a platform for direct engagement 
with members of the long-necked groups, is an essential component of the study design. Structured and 
semi-structured interviews are conducted to get personal narratives, perspectives, and insights into the 
participants' sense of self, societal shifts, and the impact of outside factors. The interviews are conducted 
with cultural sensitivity in order to guarantee that participants feel comfortable expressing their 
experiences. 

Data Collection 

The research employs a triangulation technique, combining primary and secondary data sources to ensure the 
correctness and trustworthiness of the findings. 

• Primary Data: Primary data is gathered in the long-necked communities through participant observation, 
in-depth conversations with community members, and on-site interviews. These qualitative data sources 
aim to capture the many narratives and points of view of the people, providing a deeper understanding of 
their cultural identity, historical context, and responses to external pressures. 

• Secondary Data: There are many other places from which secondary data can be gathered, such as 
academic journals, government publications, and cultural records. These materials help us understand the 
long-necked communities within the greater political and historical background of Thailand. The analysis 
is improved and a complete grasp of the subject is provided by the combination of primary and secondary 
data. 

Data Analysis 

Numerous iterations are involved in the data analysis process, such as theme coding, pattern recognition, and 
content analysis. Finding recurring themes and patterns in qualitative data collected through participant 
observations and interviews is made possible by the methodical coding of the data. The archival data is subjected 
to content analysis in order to extract relevant historical and cultural information. The integration of qualitative 
and archival data for a thorough analysis of the long-necked people' identities, emphasizing the interconnectedness 
of their historical experiences with contemporary challenges within the framework of globalization. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Historical Development 

The history of the long-necked people of Northern Thailand is a complex one, spanning several centuries with 
distinct social, cultural, and political features. This section combines archival research, ethnographic fieldwork, and 
statistical analysis to attempt to offer a comprehensive overview of the growth of these groups. 
 
Table 1: Chronological Overview of Long-Necked Communities 

Period Key Events and Developments 

Ancient Times Origin and early cultural practices of long-necked communities 

Pre-colonial Era Interactions with neighboring communities and cultural exchanges 

Colonial Period Impact of colonial powers on social structures and cultural practices 

Post-Independence Changes in political landscapes and the emergence of a national identity 

 

• Ancient Times: Anthropological and archival research has demonstrated the ancient roots of the long-
necked societies, and this evidence suggests that neck rings have been worn for ages. These early practises 
were deeply ingrained in cultural rites and traditions, serving the aesthetic and symbolic demands of the 
community. 

• Pre-Colonial Era: Ethnographic research carried out in long-necked cultures revealed the pre-colonial 
cultural exchanges and contacts with nearby groups. The long-necked people's identity is richly woven 
together thanks to the flow of products, ideas, and cultural practices throughout this time. 

• Colonial Period: Significant changes occurred throughout the colonial period when the social structures 
and cultural practices of the long-necked tribes were altered by outside forces. According to archival 
records, as communities adjusted to new political and economic demands, the introduction of colonial 
control caused changes in power relations and customs. 

• Post-Independence: The socio-political environment of the long-necked people underwent further 
changes when they gained independence. One significant issue that affected these towns' recognition and 
standing in the larger framework of the newly constituted country was their national identity. The 
difficulties and possibilities encountered at this time are shown via archival materials and community 
member interviews. 

National Identity 

In the larger context of Northern Thailand, the status and recognition of the long-necked communities are 
greatly influenced by their national identity. Both quantitative and qualitative data were gathered in order to 
examine this feature, enabling a thorough investigation of the elements impacting these communities' sense of 
national identity. 
Quantitative Analysis: Surveys were carried out among the general Northern Thai population as well as members 
of the long-necked groups in order to statistically evaluate their sense of national identity. Participation in national 
events, representation in the media, and feelings of cultural belonging were among the topics covered in the polls. 
 
Table 2: Perception of Cultural Belonging 

Statement 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

I feel a strong cultural connection to 
Thailand 2% 5% 15% 50% 28% 

I believe our cultural practices are valued 3% 7% 18% 45% 27% 

The national identity includes long-necked 
communities 4% 10% 20% 40% 26% 
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The majority of participants (78%) said that they strongly agree or agree (very agree) that they have a deep 
cultural connection to Thailand. The fact that just 7% of respondents strongly disapproved or disagreed suggests 
that most people have a good opinion of belonging to a culture. The majority of participants (72%) expressed 
agreement (Agree or Strongly Agree) that they think their cultural customs are important. 

10% of respondents said they disagreed or disagreed strongly, indicating a minority that had doubts about the 
worth of their cultural practices. Participants as a whole agreed (Agree or Strongly Agree) that long-necked 
communities are part of the national identity in 66% of cases. A significant majority of respondents had doubts 
about being included in the larger national identity story, as seen by the 14% who disagreed or strongly disagreed. 
 
Table 3: Representation in National Media 

Media Outlet Very Poor Poor Neutral Good Very Good 

Television 14% 23% 30% 25% 8% 

Print Media (Newspapers/Magazines) 18% 20% 25% 28% 9% 

Online Platforms/Social Media 12% 15% 32% 30% 11% 

 
A vital component of the national identity of long-necked populations is how they are portrayed in the media 

at large. Table 3 provides quantitative data that illuminates the perceived level of representation quality in different 
media channels. A sizeable percentage (37%) gave television portrayal a "Very Poor" or "Poor" rating. The 'Neutral' 
position, held by around 33% of respondents, suggests that there aren't many strong opinions on television 
portrayal. Just 33 per cent said that television portrayal was "good" or "very good." Analysis: The data points to a 
possible area for development and more inclusivity—namely, a considerable unhappiness with how long-necked 
groups are portrayed on television. Like television, a sizable portion (38%) said that print media portrayal was "very 
poor" or "poor." The 'Neutral' position, expressed by around 34% of respondents, indicates that opinions on the 
calibre of representation are divided. Just 28% of respondents said print media portrayal was "good" or "very 
good." 

Data show a persistent pattern of discontent with print media depiction, underscoring the need for more 
truthful and optimistic representations. A more evenly distributed reaction is seen for social media and internet 
platforms. A small portion of users (27%) said that the representation on these platforms was "very poor" or 
"poor." A considerable percentage (41%) gave online representation a "Good" or "Very Good" grade. 
 
Table 4: Participation in National Events 

Statement Rarely Occasionally Sometimes Frequently Always 

Long-necked communities participate 
in national events 15% 20% 30% 25% 10% 

 

• Rarely (15%): Long-necked populations seldom attend national events, according to a sizable number of 
respondents. Qualitative findings from interviews indicate that this rare engagement may be caused by 
cultural stigmas, preconceptions, and a lack of knowledge about the importance of their participation. 

• Occasionally (20%): Some respondents admitted that long-necked populations sometimes took part in 
national events. This reply implies that while there is some interaction, it is sporadic. Qualitatively, 
participants mentioned that logistical issues like accessibility to events and travel distances can have an 
impact on irregular participation. 

• Sometimes (30%): "Sometimes" accounts for the highest proportion of replies. This suggests that a 
sizable portion of participants believe that long-necked populations only sometimes attend national events. 
Qualitative research indicates that perceived acceptability, cultural factors, and event characteristics may 
all affect how often people participate. 

• Frequently (25%): A significant proportion of participants conveyed the opinion that communities with 
long necks usually take part in national activities. This implies a degree of participation and raises the 
possibility that certain activities or events may be more welcoming and inclusive of these populations. In 
their qualitative responses, participants cited cultural festivals and heritage events as examples of settings 
where involvement happens often. 

• Always (10%): The least number of replies said that long-necked populations consistently take part in 
national gatherings. This implies that respondents believe regular and active engagement to be rather 
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uncommon. Qualitative insights highlighted that this reduced frequency of involvement is caused in part 
by societal attitudes, institutional constraints, and the restricted integration of long-necked populations 
into mainstream activities. 

Qualitative Analysis 

In-depth interviews and focus groups with members of the long-necked communities, cultural specialists, and 
general public representatives were used to collect qualitative data. The use of thematic analysis was utilized to 
ascertain recurrent topics concerning national identity. The qualitative results emphasized a number of important 
themes: 

• Cultural Recognition: A lot of interviewees said they wanted their cultural practices to be given more 
credit in the national identity narrative. 

• Media Representation: Long-necked populations often experienced a lack of representation or 
misrepresentation in the media, which affected their perception of being included in the larger national 
identity. 

• Participation in National Events: There was a report of low participation in national events, with 
logistical difficulties and cultural stigmas being major obstacles to active engagement. 

Political Identity Negotiation 

Individuals and groups negotiate their political identities in response to cultural, political, and economic 
influences via a multifaceted process known as political identity negotiation. This section intends to give a thorough 
examination of the political identity negotiation techniques used by long-necked groups in Northern Thailand 
during various historical eras. 
 
Table 5: Demographic Profile of Interview Participants 

Age Group Gender Role within the Community Number of Participants 

18-30 years Female Artisan 10 

31-50 years Male Community Leader 5 

51+ years Non-Binary Youth Representative 5 

    

 
Table 6: Political Events Impacting Long-Necked Communities 

Period Political Events and Policies Community Response and Adaptation 

Pre-20th 
century Interaction with neighboring tribes 

Preservation of cultural practices, establishment of inter-
community bonds 

20th century 
National integration policies, cultural 
recognition 

Shifts in traditional practices, negotiation for cultural 
preservation 

21st century Globalization, tourism development 
Economic diversification, cultural commodification, 
identity reevaluation 

 
A number of important topics about the negotiation of political identities among long-necked communities 

emerged from a thematic analysis of the observational notes and interview transcripts. The significance of 
maintaining their cultural legacy while adjusting to outside political influences was underlined by the participants. 
The information showed that during times of political upheaval, the communities actively bargained to preserve 
certain traditional customs while modifying others to conform to modern standards. Long-necked communities 
looked into non-traditional economic alternatives in response to growing tourism and globalisation. The 
information showed a complex negotiating process that resulted in the creation of artisan markets and cultural 
events by striking a balance between commercial concerns and cultural preservation. 

The interviews shed light on how long-necked people's ideas of themselves were influenced by stereotypes 
and outside impressions. Leaders in the community emphasized the continuous conversations about identity inside 
the communities, stressing the need of self-determination in establishing their own narrative in the face of outside 
influences. 
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Table 7: Themes in Political Identity Negotiation 

Themes Description 

Cultural Preservation and 
Adaptation 

Balancing the preservation of cultural practices with adaptations to external 
pressures. 

Economic Diversification Exploring economic opportunities beyond traditional practices while preserving 
culture. 

Identity Reevaluation Reflecting on and shaping their identity in response to external perceptions and 
stereotypes. 

 
A dynamic and complex process is shown by analyzing the political identity negotiation of long-necked groups 

in Northern Thailand. These communities have shown resilience in the face of political shifts by managing the 
challenges of cultural preservation, economic adaptation, and identity reevaluation. The study results enhance our 
comprehension of the ways in which political dynamics impact the process of identity negotiation in marginalized 
communities. This may benefit policymakers, scholars, and individuals who are keen on the long-term growth of 
these distinct cultural communities. 

CONCLUSION 

This thorough investigation of the long-necked people in Northern Thailand provides insights into the 
dynamics of their identity within the larger context of globalization while illuminating the complex fabric of their 
social, historical, and cultural history. The findings show how these communities have adapted and endured 
throughout several historical periods, proving their ability to deal with difficult sociopolitical contexts. According 
to research on national identity, long-necked people have not only existed but also had a major impact on 
Thailand's history. However, this integration has not been without its challenges as they manage their identity amid 
shifting political and cultural sands. While national identification provides a lens through which to examine their 
circumstances, it also emphasizes the need for nuanced approaches that acknowledge and respect the unique 
cultural histories of different communities. It is crucial to recognize that the story of the long-necked cultures is 
still being written and is a dynamic one. Collaboration between communities, scholars, and policymakers is 
necessary to maintain their cultural inheritance. By creating an environment that celebrates variety and 
acknowledges the agency of these groups, we can work to create a more equitable and inclusive future for everyone. 
In order to better comprehend and appreciate the long-necked tribes, this study compels us to think about the 
wider implications for the coexistence of diverse cultural identities in our interconnected planet. 
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